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34" annual Denman Island Pottery Studio Tour is finale for Bentley Le Baron

Submitted by Trish Weatherall
As one of BC’s only pottery-specific studio tours, the Denman Island Pottery Studio Tour had been an annual event on the
Victoria Day long weekend since 1987. Several well-known Denman potters on the tour list have been a part of the tour
since its beginnings. For one of them — master potter, sculptor and painter Bentley Le Baron — it will be his last studio tour
before he retires.

The free self-guided tour on Saturday and Sunday, May 20 and 21 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., will get you behind the scenes
where the art happens at six Denman Island pottery studios, and the opportunity to meet the artists and learn about their
techniques and processes. You will encounter a variety of work, from one-of-a-kind wheel thrown, hand-built and sculptural
work to tableware, to classic and funky décor and even some museum-quality pieces. Each potter has their own unique

style, so you’re sure to find pieces to love. ]
(Continued on Page 19)



1 Trish Weatherall Pottery Tour
2 Index
3 Andrew Fyson Baroque Festival
4 David Graham Islands Trust Notebook
5 Eli Hasan Nick La Riviere Dance
6 Doug Carrick According to Doug
Dawn Stofer Mr Stofer
7 Ken Madsen Bird-a-thon
Naomi Elliot Farm Market
8 Cynthia Minden Slow Art
Stirling Fraser DCA Seeks Applicants
9 Claire Kennedy R&W Review
Charred Indigenous Talk
10 Brad Hornick Slingerland Event
11 Ron Wilson To the Moon
CVRD Cross Island Trail
12 Lori Nawrot HDCHCS News
13 First Credit Union First Credit Union
Bill Engleson 200 Words or Less
14 DD Fuchs Museum Update
Kathy Rieder Musical Seniors’ Lunches
15 Sam Borthwick New Bus Schedule
16 Graham Hayman Denman Dock
17 Graham Brazier This Place
18 Danni Crenna Continued/ Creative Threads
19 Trish Weatherall Pottery Tour Continued
20 Continued
21 lan Elliot Graham Lake Swim Dock
Karl Goodwin Cartoon
22 Gloria Michin Emergency Preparedness
23 Harlene Holm Fresh Water
24 Continued
25 Mary Jane Stewart Friends of Denman Forests
26 Tony Gregson Woe the Middens
27 Continued
28 Community Announcements
Deadline for
June’s Flagstone is
Friday
May 19th
2

The Flagstone
Address: c/o 4200 Beaver Drive,
Denman Island, BC, VOR 1TO
email: denmanflagstone@gmail.com
Advertising call Danni Crenna 250-335-0198

Volunteer Staff

Production - Danni Crenna (250)335-0198

Accounting - Helen Mason (250)335-1603
The Collating Team - Graham Brazier, Mikell
Callahan, Jean Cockburn, Danni Crenna, Cindy &
David Critchley, Noni Fenwick-Wilson, Stirling
Fraser, Jane Guest, Harlene Holm, Helen Mason,
Jack Mounce, Roberta Pagdin, J Thornton

The Flagstone is a non-profit newsletter put
together entirely by volunteers. Our revenues do
not cover our costs. Please consider making a
donation - drop in the Flagstone box at Abraxas or
mail to the address above. A donation of $12 is
only $1 per issue - a bargain!

OUR DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS is the Friday
before we go to print; generally the 3rd Friday of
each month. Check this page or the back page or
the Grapevine calendar for that date each month.
The Flagstone is printed monthly by

Off - Island Subscriptions: Flagstone issues mailed
monthly for one year - $30.00 Within Canada
$40 to US Addresses
OR
you can now get on-line subscriptions ( a pdf
mailed to your email address) for free
Donations Welcome

Flagstone Ad Rates for one month:

Full page $100
Half page $65
Third page $45
Quarter page $35
Business card $30

This reflects an increase in rates (the first in 20 Years)




Denman Baroque Festival - Monteverdi and much else. THIS WEEK
Submitted by Andrew Fyson on behalf of the organising committee.

1608 was a momentous and chaotic year for the
upper aristocracy of Europe with 3 major weddings in
northern Italy alone. The wedding of Francesco the son of
Duke Vincenzo Gonzaga of Mantua to Margaret of Savoy
(a Hapsburg) was marked in the court of Mantua with
many days of celebration including much music, plays, a
mock sea battle in the lagoon, a tournament, and much
more entertainment and merry making. The music pitted
Vincenzo’s favourite court composer, Monteverdi, and his
librettist Rinuccini against Francesco’s Gagliano and his
librettist Striggio. Both composers prepared an opera,
though Gagliano’s Dafne was performed earlier due to
wedding delays. The music for Monteverdi’s Arianna is
sadly, mostly lost. The fierce rivals also wrote/composed
ballet-operas for the celebrations. Monteverdi’s Il Ballo
delle Ingrata and Gagliano’s Il sacrificio d’Ifigenia. Such
rivalry led to some wonderful, innovative music.

I Ballo, the centrepiece of our final concert, tells the
story of Venus and her son Cupid asking the god of the
underworld, Pluto, for help because Cupid’s arrows were
no longer having their intended effect. Pluto tells them
that the Ingrates or thankless souls were not giving their
partners enough love, hence they were condemned to
eternity in the underworld. Pluto brings them out of the
fearsome mouth of the underworld to dance and
demonstrate to the audience of nobles what a wretched
future can be expected if partners are not sufficiently
amorous. The newly wedded couple, Margaret and
Francesco, as well as other lords and ladies, took part in
the dancing. The Ingrates are sent back to the
underworld. One stays behind for a while and sings a
beautiful lament. This short ballet-opera (35 minutes) will
be presented in full costume (by Kerri Davis), with a gate
of hell set by Nywn and Sam Borthwick. It will also feature
dancing by Cathy Stoyko, Caresse Nadeau and Namchi
Bazar.

I Ballo was not published until 1638 in
Monteverdi’s 8™ book of madrigals, Songs of War
and Love. The final concert will begin and end with
magnificent pieces from this collection for singers
and instruments. Altri canti d’Amor (Let others sing
of Cupid), Vago augelletto (Pretty little bird), Dolcissimo
uscignolo (Sweetest nightingale) and Hor che’l ciel e la
terra (Now that Heaven and Earth). The concert will also
include a sonata and lament by Johann Heinrich
Schmelzer (1620-1680) composer at the Hapsburg court
in Vienna. Hor che’l ciel e la terra is a lament written on
the death Ferdinando lII, the Holy Roman Emperor (a

Monteverdi by
Strozzi (1630)

Hapsburg) to whom Monteverdi’s Book 8 was
dedicated.

Twenty eight workshop participants, instrumentalists
and singers, together with their tutors will be working all
week on this music to prepare for the final concert at
2.30 pm on Saturday, May 6 in the Community Hall. The
tutors are all renowned professional musicians: Marco
Vitale, music director; Paul Luchkow, baroque violin;
Romeo Ciuffa, recorders and traverso, and Marcel
Beekman, voice. In addition, the tutors will present a
concert of baroque chamber music on Wednesday May 3
(by donation). Also, the participants playing string and
wind instruments will perform a concert on Friday May 5
at 7.30 (by donation). Special Addition — on Thursday
May 4" @ 7:30 pm a Recorder & Harpsichord recital.

For more information on the festival, visit our website
denmanbaroque.ca. Advance tickets for the final concert
are available for $25 online at denmanbaroque.ca and at
the door. Teenagers $5 at the door and kids under 12
FREE.

Embody Wellness
Registered Massage Therapist
Mary Gillian Vellet
Rental space on Denman
Wed 9:30 - 6:00 pm
Bookings: Text: 250-202 1268
marygillianvellet@gmail.com




Trustee Notebook sy pavid Graham

| want to report on our Denman Local Trust
Committee (DELTC) meeting, held April 4™, but first |
want to share with you my experience attending the
Bethany Ireland and friend’s “Magic Evening of
Entertainment”, held Saturday April 15™. It has been a
long time since | have felt such a “Cool Community Vibe”
in the Big Hall! The evening reminded me of when our
kids attended the elementary school. It was glorious
seeing so many kids and their parents, as well as a few
old timers, like me! | did leave around 10pm, well before
DJ music and rambunctious dancing ensued. It really did
feel like time had gone back 30 years, when we had 120
kids attending the Denman School. | hear the school has
over 40 kids today, but imagine Denman with 120! Back
then we had many young parents: creating Chocolate
Bars for sale on BC Ferries, running a full blown Bakery,
(remember those cream filled delicacies?), builders,
potters, painters, musicians, so many busy people, all
ages and all economies represented. That defines a
resilient community for me. So what does my attending
Bethany and Friend’s evening and all this reminiscing
have to do with this month’s Denman Trust Notes
anyway?

Here is how...at our last DELTC meeting we received
the Denman Housing Review Report. This review has

been needed for so many years. The consultant’s work
started October 8, 2022 at the Saturday market. You may
have seen the posters and been asked by some students
how you would like to receive a survey on housing. The
next phase saw over 140 of you filling out the survey,
answering the questions and providing the bulk of data
used by the consultants to make their recommendations:
and now we have the results.

Our first step in reviewing them involves appointing
8 volunteers who, hopefully, represent a sample of
Denman’s 1300 residents. They will form a “Housing
Advisory Planning Commission” (HAPC). Once they have
met and considered the many recommendations in the
report, the DELTC, that’s is Sam Borthwick, David Maude
and myself will schedule a Community Meeting in the
Hall and share views on what Policies and Regulations
could use a fresh look. Considering some of these
regulations date back more than 20 years, it is timely we
consider changes. Housing, for working people who can’t

afford to buy, or who can’t find any rental accommodation, is
a topic found on every municipal and regional district agenda
these days. The unique situation found on the Islands of the
Trust, is our overarching mandate to Preserve and Protect the
natural environment.

The meeting schedule of the HAPC will be posted,
otherwise please stay tuned for the date of this important
Community Meeting, hopefully scheduled for some time in
the Fall? Feel free to send Sam or me any emails or letters
with your thoughts on the subject.

The other important work the DELTC did at our last
meeting involved the Ticketing Notification Bylaw, or BEN.
Bylaw enforcement is my least favorite subject, for obvious
reasons. Once it gets to a Trust investigation stage, it means
that neighbors have lost the option of settling disputes
amicably. If there is a violation of a Denman Bylaw, achieving
a positive result sometimes requires pressure. For years that
pressure was the threat of legal action.

The BEN (I know the name doesn’t match the
description!) is used in Municipalities and Regional Districts,
and was made available to any Island in the Trust that wanted
it. Last time | was a Trustee, Louise Bell and | chose not to
apply it on Denman. The last DELTC reversed that decision.
This current membership of the DELTC acknowledged that in
some situations it may be useful in achieving a positive result,
but for most offenses we felt it was not appropriate. So, we
decided to restrict the use of a Ticket to offenses involving
“Short Term Vacation Rentals” and “Siting and Use Permits”.

All other bylaw offenses are removed from the
Schedules listing where a Ticket can be used by Bylaw
Officers. The DELTC also asked Staff to prepare a report on
our rather complicated “Guest Accommodation” regulations.
Bed and Breakfast establishments, offering up to three
bedrooms, each with 2 beds with breakfast and the option of
providing an evening meal, is clearly spelled out in our Land
Use Bylaw (LUB), but other forms of extra accommodation
isn’t so easy to understand. (Time to simplify perhaps?) Till
next time.



Nick La Riviere Band to Return May 13t

Hello there fellow Denmaniacs, Concerts Denman with an urgent report. We are bringing
back Nick La Riviere, who performed in November of 2019, but only a small crowd made it for the best soul,
funk, boogie show we have had in ages. “ The Nick La Riviere Band takes its influence from modern New
Orleans music... not the older dixieland music some people think of when they hear ‘New Orleans’, but the
fun, horn heavy music people are partying there to now. The music is all about having a good time, keeping
the energy high the whole show, and moving your feet. Nick’s originals are like if Trombone Shorty met Ben
Folds — wild horn solos, piano based grooves and melodic vocals. The band also plays their own take on
tunes by great artists like Professor Longhair and Sly and the Family Stone. Featuring 3 vocals, trumpet, sax,
trombone, guitar, piano/synth, bass, drums — and sometimes conch shells or wine glasses, the 7 piece band
delivers a big powerful sound.”

We were supposed to have this band back for an outdoor show in August of 2021, but due to an
outbreak of the plague on our island, we had to cancel it a few days before. These fine folks have been
itching to get your feet stomping ever since and are ready to amaze. Tickets are $20 in advance at Abraxas
and the General Store, there will be a bar, and the show is all ages. So come on down and get your funk on.
Doors open at 8 pm, dance starts at 9.

Climate Action Tip from
DICAN
Reduce plastic use:
Refuse single use
bags in the
produce department
at the grocery store.

Call us today for all your septic pumping needs 250-338-8822

Local business owned and operated for over 50 years in the

ABLE & READY SEPTIC TANK SERVICES

Comox Valley and surrounding areas.

Visit our web site @ WWW.ableandreadyseptic.ca

E-mail us @ ableandreadyseptic@shaw.ca




According to Doug sy poug carrick
THE GOLDEN AGE

Seldom in history has the distribution of wealth been
done with any degree of success. However, Canada made a
great effort in the years following World War II.

It started when William Lyon Mackenzie King introduced the
Old Age Pension and Unemployment Insurance. Soon

after, Lester Pearson introduced Universal Health

Care, the Canada Pension Plan, and the Guaranteed Income
Supplement.

Pierre Trudeau followed with the “National Energy
Policy” - like that of Norway. This ensured that all Canadians
would benefit from oil production —and not just Big Oil and
Albertans. Of course, when conservative powers took over
later, that was the first thing to be scrapped.

Pierre Trudeau also introduced the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms, guaranteeing equal treatment for all people. His
goal was to create the “Just Society” where “all citizens
could enjoy the social and economic benefits Canada has to
offer.” There has never been a time in Canadian
history when so much was done for so many. This
was our “Golden Age”.

Despite the resurgence of conservatism over the last 40
years, we are still benefiting from the legislation done in
that period. Our retirement years are more secure with the
pension plans brought in. And our health
concerns, including those arising with old age, are no longer
burdened with financial worries.

However, Canada wasn’t unique in promoting the
common good at this time.

Franklin D Roosevelt was even earlier than Canada with
his “New Deal”. It began in 1933 at the depth of
the Depression. He introduced programs related to dam
building, flood control, hydroelectric projects and road
building — to get people working again and improve their
lives. Unemployment in the US went from 24% in 1933 down
to 14% in 1937, t0 9.9% in 1941, and to 2% in 1945. This had
a tremendous effect on lowering the gap between the rich
and the poor.

In Britain, Churchill was the wartime hero of everyone.

Nonetheless, he was voted out of office in the first postwar
election of 1945. The returning soldiers had made great
sacrifices for their country and so had the civilians. It was
time the government did something for them. And under the
Labour Party, that was done. For the returned veterans,
there was subsidized housing, free education and retraining
programs. The National Insurance program provided
pensions, unemployment insurance, and workers’
compensation, and above all, the National Health

Service provided free medical treatment for everyone.

All of this goes to show that governments can bring
about the redistribution of wealth. They have done it in the
past - and they can do it again. It is all a matter of “political
will”.

“Political will” increases only after a crisis. This is what
happened after the combined disasters of World War |, the
Great Depression, and World War Il. And we have an even
larger crisis looming ahead, Climate Change. As the costs of
Climate Change become unbearable, so will the demand for
change become unstoppable. Already attitudes are changing
rapidly. | only hope it comes in time.

DENMAN HARDWARE

HAPPY MOTHER'’S DAY!
Draw for a hanging basket on Sat., May 13

Fertilizers-only $3.95
Seeds, soils and garden supplies.

M-F:9-4; Sat. 10-3  335-2400




Is the Birdathon for “good” birders? susmitted by ken Madsen

When Malkolm, Wendy and | set off on our “BirdYear,” we had no idea what we were signing up for. For example, we
didn’t realize that we’d have to excel in “stealth camping,” a euphemism for camping illegally. We set up our tents in the
toxic sediment beside the Salton Sea, in a graveyard to avoid scary drug dealers, in blackfly-infested gravel pits and behind
a Wal*Mart in Texas where we were harassed by the local cops. However we also discovered fantastic campsites and
luxuriated in ritzy hotel rooms arranged by local birding groups. The Fort Bragg Audubon put us up in a quaint little inn
beside the Pacific and a local birder offered us complimentary ice creams from his shop. As | licked my cone, | read a
framed set of quotes from Kenn Kaufman, a luminary in the birding world. A good birder is someone who enjoys
birdwatching. A great birder is someone who enjoys birdwatching a lot. So yes, using that definition, the Denman
Birdathon is for good birders. And great birders!

Your enjoyment of birdwatching increases as you learn more about birds. The first step in that process is figuring out
how to identify them. One way to tell one species from another is by learning birdsongs. Right now, while the males are
singing their breeding songs, is the best time for that. Birds can also be identified by size, shape, colour, flight patterns,
habitat, etc. Once you sort out a few species, it becomes easier to recognize new ones. In the lead-up to this year’s
Birdathon, we’re offering a basic birding session on Saturday, May 15%. If you’d like to join us, please meet Mike Morrell,
Jenny Balke, Steve Carballeira and me at 8 a.m. at the start of the Central Park trail system near the Old School.

All of the funds raised during the Birdathon will go towards the conservation work of the Denman Conservancy (DCA). The
web of life that includes birds and humans is under threat from climate change and habitat destruction. The DCA works
hard to preserve habitat on Denman Island. We are lucky that 13-year-old Kaia Russell has agreed to be our “feature
birder” this year. We hope that Kaia will inspire many people to join us in the Birdathon. If you want to support the
Denman Conservancy, but you don’t know anyone to sponsor, please consider Kaia. She hopes to identify 50 species
during her Birdathon which is a lofty goal. If you’d like to sponsor Kaia, contact Wendy or me (phone 335-1765 or email
Wendy at WBoothroyd@yahoo.ca).

You can participate in the Birdathon by going out on your own, or joining a group. Ask your friends to sponsor you and
get outside to identify as many bird species as you can. Pledge forms are now available at the Free Post at Abraxas under
“B” for birdathon. The Birdathon starts at 4 pm on Friday, May 26 and goes until 4 pm the next day. You don’t need to
scour the island for the entire 24 hours: spend as much time as you are comfortable with and have fun.

Anyone who takes part in the Birdathon (or sponsors someone), is welcome to join us at the Old School for a wind-up pot-
luck. We’ll meet at 5 pm on Saturday May 27" to re-fuel with delicious Denman Island food, swap stories and hand out

prizes. Who will find the most unusual bird? Who will identify the most birds without
using fossil-fuels for transport? Who will be the youngest and oldest birders? All this
and more will be revealed at the wind-up event. Thanks to all those who donated
prizes: we will publicize a full list of sponsors after the Birdathon.

May 6": Official Denman Farmers’ Market, Season
Opening!! 9.30-12.30 At the Old School.

The other “Hub” is back with a bang! Joining the hard-core winter vendors
will be our 20 - 30 spring and summer growers, producers, cooks and
artisans. Bring your baskets and your friends and come and enjoy a coffee
and breakfast. Go home with veggies, lunch, plants, mushrooms, leather
goods, jewellery and so much more. Come and sample the wonderful
flavours and craftsmanship of our Island, you can even get your bike tuned
up!

Also, introduce yourself to our new Market Coordinator, Olena Russell. If
you have any questions or have something you would like to sell, Olena

can be contacted at denmanmarket@gmail.com. -




The Denman Conservancy Association is seeking applicants for the positions
of Tour Coordinator and Media Coordinator for the 2024 Home and Garden tour. These are
contract positions and run from the Fall of 2023 to the end of the tour in the Spring of 2024.
Both contracts could be done by one applicant or shared between two or more.

The tour coordinator role includes managing all aspects of the tour (with the exception of those undertaken by the
media coordinator,) including identifying the date for the tour, recruiting homeowners and volunteers, arranging for

food service providers and ticket sales and related jobs.

The media coordinator is responsible for publicizing the tour in relevant print and online publications, handling media
inquiries and related PR tasks.

The fees are negotiable and there is considerable support available from DCA directors and past coordinators.
The DCA Home and Garden Tour is one of the most popular events on Denman’s calendar and has been an extremely
popular event for residents and visitors for over 20 years. It is the principal fund raiser for the conservancy and is now

held every two years. This could be an ongoing position for the successful applicant(s).

If you are interested in applying, please email to: denmanconservancytour@gmail.com

Living Artfully By Cynthia Minden

In last month’s Flagstone, | wrote about the meaning of the term deep ecology and its opposite,
anthropomorphism. This month I’'m focused on the slow art movement and thinking about the term art as a
metaphor for how we might ideally live our lives.

“Art” can be a label that can encompasses every action we embrace.

Did you know that there’s an annual Slow Art Day? It was on April 15th and close to 200 galleries and
museums across the globe held special slow art events to help people “slow down and immerse themselves
in art” but also to help us to include ourselves in the act of looking slowly and then reflecting on what we
are seeing. Studies have shown that the average visitor to a gallery views a work of art for less than 30
seconds!

This is interesting: (from www.slowartday.com) Neuroscience has confirmed what ancient artists always
knew: we see only a tiny fraction of what is around us. To widen the lens and allow more in, we must slow
down. | believe this is true about all sensory experiences!

We've all heard of the slow food movement, mindfulness practice, forest bathing ... these are all “slow”
activities to help us learn or relearn how to focus in the frenetic pace of today’s world. | for one, don’t want
to crawl through life at a snail’s pace but it’s really about being present, observing and being aware right?

Expanding the capacity of our senses is a goal that resonates for me and is one of the core objectives in
the work that | am doing with the donkeys, art and nature. | like the term “slow artfulness” as it might apply
to the broad spectrum of life’s pursuits.
www.cynthiamindenartsandequine.ca




Readers & Writers Festival 2023 - Book Reviews
Ruth Ozeki’s “The Book of Form and Emptiness”,
reviewed by Claire Kennedy

The Author: Ruth Ozeki is a novelist, film maker,
creative writing Professor and Zen Buddhist Priest. She
splits her time between Massachusetts, New York City and
Cortes Island. Her latest book, “The Book of Form and
Emptiness” won the Women’s Prize for Fiction in 2022.
Her previous book, “For the Time Being” was shortlisted
for the Booker Prize in 2013. Her novels have been
translated and published in over 30 countries.

The Book: With “The Book of Form and Emptiness”
Ruth Ozeki has given us another brilliant, multi-faceted
novel. This richly layered book tells the tale of Benny Oh, a
14 year old, who loses his jazz musician father in a tragic
accident. His mother, Annabelle, then falls into a
depression. Between excessive hoarding, the threat of
losing her home, and trying to balance the demands of
her job and son, Annabelle is caught in a quagmire. Benny,
struggling with his own mental health and grief, begins to
hear the voices of objects speaking to him. He tries to
ignore them, but as his mother continues to clutter their
home, the voices get louder and harder to ignore.
Annabelle’s love for Benny is strong, but her hoarding and
awkward attempts to show her love only push him further
away. Benny begins to skip school and hang out at the
library instead, where he meets interesting characters

who welcome him into their little circle. His new friends
include an enchanting young woman, Alice (The Aleph),
who struggles with addiction and an abusive past, and
Bottleman, an old, philosophizing, alcoholic poet. Ozeki
masterfully gives life to these characters who help Benny
discover his own voice. As Benny’s voice emerges, so does
another pivotal character in the narrative, namely, Benny's
book. His book has its own opinions and tries to help.

Ozeki’s novel adeptly explores the line between
awareness and higher consciousness and psychotic illness.
The Aleph, Bottleman, Annabelle, and Benny all walk this
razor's edge, all uniquely intelligent but disastrously failing
to keep their balance in one way or another. Ozeki, herself
a Zen Buddhist monk, references Buddhist themes
throughout the book. The title, “The Book of Form and
Emptiness”, alludes to a famous Buddhist text, The Heart
Sutra. Best known for the line "Form is Emptiness,
Emptiness Form", this sutra reminds us that although we
believe things are concrete and real, their existence
depends upon our own perception or mental constructs.
Form is ultimately illusory and empty without our mental
participation. There is nothing absolute; what we think is
real involves an interdependent arising of both the
objective and subjective.

Come listen to Ruth speak about “The Book of Form and
Emptiness”, and other things, at the Denman Island
Readers and Writers Festival (21-23 July), where we are
lucky to have her as part of this year’s lineup of amazing
writers.

Submitted by charred for D-Centre

scholar-activist Jeff Corntassel.

Free Public Talk on Indigenous Resurgence and Settler Solidarity
Come out to the Back Hall at 7 PM on Sunday May 7 for a talk and discussion with Tsalagi (Cherokee)

Corntassel rejects the ‘rights and reconciliation” framework favoured by the Canadian state, which he
sees as part of a politics of distraction that endangers indigenous homelands, cultures, and communities.
Based on his involvement with land defenders and projects to renew indigenous languages, cultures,
and food systems, he advocates, instead, for indigenous resurgence and settler solidarity outside of state
institutions and against capitalist resource extraction.
Jeff Corntassel is a member of the Indigenous Studies faculty at the University of Victoria,
and Associate Director of the Centre for Indigenous Research and Community-Led Engagement (CIRCLE).
The talk is sponsored by the Denman Centre for Alternative Living and Learning (thesnag.org/dcentre).




Celebrated author, Edward Slingerland, to Speak on Abraxas’s 30
Anniversary, Saturday, May 20™ by 8rad Hornick

Edward Slingerland, author of “Drunk, How We Sipped, Danced, and Stumbled Our Way to Civilization”
coming to the Denman Island Readers and Writers Festival special evening event on Saturday, May 20,

Denman Island's independent bookstore, Abraxas, is celebrating its 30th anniversary on May 20th, 2023, with a
series of events that promise to be both entertaining and educational. The evening is comprised of three
components that are sure to appeal to a wide range of guests.

The first component of the event is a 15-minute skit presented by Tachi Barker and Stewart Goodings,
animating Abraxas's history through characterizations of the bookstore's owners throughout the years. The skit
promises to be a unique and engaging way to celebrate Abraxas's legacy and to pay tribute to the individuals
who have contributed to its success over the past three decades.

The second component of the evening is a wine tasting event entitled "Seven Countries and the Seven wines that
made them famous". This will be a chance for guests to sample wines from around the world and learn about the
history and culture behind each one. The wine tasting will be a fun and informative experience that will appeal
to both wine enthusiasts and novices alike.

The main event of the evening is a reading and multi-media presentation by Edward Slingerland, author of the
book "Drunk: How We Sipped, Danced and Stumbled Our Way to Civilization". The book explores the role of
alcohol in human history, and the ways in which our relationship with alcohol has shaped our society and
culture over time. Slingerland's writing is filled with intellectual insight into human behavior, told with humor
and fascinating anecdotal detail, and also deals with a topic fraught with controversy.

Slingerland's presentation promises to be an engaging and thought-provoking experience that will invite the
audience into a shared experience of community and intellectual insight. Whether you are a fan of history,
culture, or just good storytelling, this event is not to be missed.

The anniversary celebration of Abraxas is a significant milestone for the bookstore, and it is a testament to the
dedication and hard work of the many individuals who have contributed to its success over the years. It promises
to be a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the bookstore's legacy and to celebrate the vibrant community of
readers and writers that Abraxas has helped to foster over the past three decades.

In addition to the three components of the evening's festivities, guests who purchase a ticket for the Wine
Tasting side of things can also expect to enjoy a specially selected variety of wine and cheese options, as well as
the opportunity to meet and mingle with other attendees. The event promises to be a wonderful way to connect
with like-minded individuals and to celebrate the love of books and learning that is at the heart of Abraxas's
mission Tickets for the evening are available for purchase now at Abraxas or online at:

https://denmanislandwritersfestival.com/edward-slingerland/

The 30th anniversary celebration of Abraxas promises to be an unforgettable evening of entertainment,
education, and community, one where guests can expect to be both entertained and enlightened. So mark your
calendars for May 20th, 2023, and join us in celebrating this milestone in Abraxas's legacy. We look forward to
seeing you there! Doors open at 6:30 and event starts at 7 PM.
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SHOOT FOR THE MOON RETURNS submitted by Dr Ron Wilson

Denman Island is a place of beauty. We are very
fortunate to have a large network of trails that allow us to
get out and enjoy nature. This is thanks to the hard work of
the Parks and Trails Committees!

There are many emotional and physical benefits to
spending time in nature. It will usually improve our
mood, reduce feelings of stress or anger, and may just give
us a fresh perspective on “problems” that may have felt
insurmountable when we headed out. As an easily
accessible form of activity, walking improves physical
health. Walking the trails offers an easy way of meeting and
getting to know others and connecting with our local
community.

To these benefits | would add a spiritual component.
Connecting with nature puts us in touch with the physical
world of which we are a part. We notice other life forms
doing their amazing “thing”. The natural world has much
wisdom to share with us. We have been gifted with a
beautiful planet and getting closer to nature helps us
appreciate and have gratitude for her many gifts. . Our
environment is what sustains us and needs to be treated it
with respect and care. Our very survival is dependent on it.
The Parks committee wants to increase awareness of the
trails on the Island. A number of the trails have been
documented in a booklet titled The Joy of Walking. The
current version is available at
https://www.denman-conservancy.org/2017/04/27/joy-
of-walking-trail-maps/

It is currently in the process of being updated as new
trails have been added. To help Islanders become familiar

with the trails, the Parks committee along with Dr. Ron will
be leading walks on the trails about once a month.

As a motivator we are bringing back a challenge to "Shoot
for the Moon". A few years ago many Denman Islanders
started keeping track of Kilometres walked. In 2015 we
walked around BC, in 2016 we walked across Canada, in
2017 we went around the world, and In 2018 we set out for
the Moon. We were making good progress and were on
track to arrive at the Moon by the end of 2020. However,
something called COVID-19 showed up and we ended up lost
in space!!! Now that we are more settled about COVID
(although it still is around) we want to set out for the moon
once again. We are not the only ones heading for the Moon
as the Artemis Il crew which includes a Canadian, is set to
head for the Moon late in 2024. (They are just doing a loop
around it and not landing on this trip). You may register for
the Challenge at the event or send an email to
rawilson33@gmail.com

To start us off we will be holding our first walk on Sunday,
May 7th at 1 pm. This will be held in conjunction with the
Walk with Your Doc event and will be led by recently retired
Dr. Ron Wilson. We will meet at the new Railway Grade
Connector Trail off of Park Road.
https://www.comoxvalleyrd.ca/parks-recreation/comox-
valley-parks-trails/railway-grade-connector-trail

This is suitable for all ages. Hope to see you there.
We recommend carpooling. Meet at the Old School at
12:45. We expect the Denman Bus will also be there to take
some passengers. Pick up will be at 2:30 for the return.

The Comox Valley Regional District (CVRD) has completed design work for a 3.5 km section of the
Denman Cross Island Trail between Owl Crescent and the Gravelly Bay ferry terminal along East
Road on Denman Island. Construction for this section is set to begin in fall 2023. This 3.5 km
section will consist of a 2.2 metre-wide gravel trail built within the East Road dedication. A permit
has been obtained from the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure for the construction and
maintenance of the trail within the road allowance. The trail was designed to minimize tree removal
and ecological impacts, however due to limited space within the road allowance, a total of 12 trees
will need to be removed for this project. The CVRD is committed to preserving natural landscapes,
reducing greenhouse gas emissions by replanting trees and shrubbery annually, and providing safe
active transportation methods throughout communities.

This trail construction project was made possible because of funding from a B.C. Active
Transportation Infrastructure grant and Community Works funding. The CVRD anticipates this
project to be tendered as a public bid process in spring of 2023.

To view the design and find more information about the Denman Cross Island Trail,

visit https://Iwww.comoxvalleyrd.ca/denmanCIT. 11




Services for Island Seniors are Springing Up!

If you have been following along, you know we have been very busy this spring designing and
implementing a variety of new and expanded services for older islanders, with the goal of assisting
people to continue living in their homes and our community, as long as they wish. We are determined
to make these services accessible and affordable for all, so we have combined some government
funding and a variety of grants, with our plans to develop a social enterprise. We have a wonderful
team of staff and volunteers, a new website is on the way and we continue to explore possibilities to
deliver additional services important to islanders. Your input is very welcome and your support is
appreciated!

Home Assist — grocery shopping and delivery, medication/parcel pick-ups, housekeeping and help
around the home, wood access, friendly visiting, recycling pick-up, and caregiver supports are some of
the services now available. Some services are free of charge, others are a set fee, and rates for hourly
services are on a sliding scale, based on income.

Transportation to Medical Appointments — volunteer drivers keep this valuable service running,
providing rides to the Hornby clinic and off-island medical appointments. We require lots of notice and
riders must be able to get around with minimal assistance.

Weekly Activities & Lunch — this group gathers weekly for a variety of activities, topped off by a hot
lunch and lots of time to connect. Transportation is available. If you are finding it difficult to participate
in the community like you used to, this may be the program for you. Registration is required.

Seniors Resource Guide — available at locations around the island including our office, the clinic,
Abraxas and the Guesthouse, these guides have specific sections for Hornby services, as well as
information about resources available in the Comox Valley and beyond.

Digital Access and Literacy —a workshop series and one-to-one coaching to help you build the skills and
confidence to access the digital tools and resources you are interested in. Suitable for complete beginners as
well as those with some experience. Bring your own device or access our lending program.

For more information or to access any of these services, please contact our Care Coordinator - available
Monday to Friday from 9am to 4pm, at 250-792-5889 or care@hornbydenmanhealth.com.

A reminder that Island Health, the regional health authority, is now responsible for the delivery of publicly
funded home support services on Hornby and Denman, we can provide more details to help you connect to
these services.

Contact information for Hornby Denman Health

General inquiries (250) 335-2885

Senior Services/Equipment Loans (250) 792-5889 or care@hornbydenmanhealth.com
Community-based Adult Mental Health & Substance Use Services call or text (778) 585-4585
Child, Youth & Family Services (250) 898-0247 Youth Outreach call or text (250) 443-1658
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In 200 Words or Less sy sill Engleson  www.engleson.ca

“It is better to keep your mouth closed on social media and let people think you are a fool than to comment
and remove all doubt.” — Mark Say It Twain’t So, Sam or

“It isn't what we don't know that gives us trouble, it's what we know and say on social media that ain't so.”
— Will Rogers-That or

“The secret to social media is honesty and fair dealing. If you can fake that, you've got it made.” —
Groucho Marx-My-Word

It occurred to me recently (April 1%, actually) to write another brief epistle about social media. Particularly | wanted
to address how toxic it can be. Those of you on social media likely know that, although | understand others either don’t
acknowledge the perniciousness or see it as the price of doing online business.

Additionally, for a few, this toxicity is considered part of how messy democracy is meant to be.
Those of you who eschew the delightful experience of social media may have only heard rumours. Perhaps you
know what you are missing and feel exceptionally blessed.
As | always do in preparing a column, | searched for lead-in quotes. None
really satisfied. Most were from folks I'd barely heard of, or, if known, were
unusable. At least for my purposes.
Then | wondered: what would some of our no-longer-with-us humorists
have thought about social media? Twain, Rogers, and Marx were all gone
before the advent of home computers and the like. But in their day, they were
all brilliant social commentators, each with significant bite. Perhaps, | thought,
that is what is missing from a meaningful examination of social media.
So, | tinkered with their words.
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Indigenous Representation in the Museum submitted by DD Fuchs

Some visitors to the Denman Island Museum have asked
how come there’s not much about the history of Indigenous
people on Denman Island? This is an issue that we on the
Museum and Archives committee are grappling with just as
are other larger museums throughout Canada. Our very small
but dedicated group of museum volunteers wants to give
Denman Island’s history a broader context by discovering how
our colonial past is intertwined with the long history of
Indigenous people here.

We have reached out to the K'omoks First Nation and to
Jesse Moran, an archeological consultant working with the
Nation, for assistance on how the history of Indigenous
people on Denman Island can best be represented in our
museum and archives. We now have a transcription of a
presentation by Dr Moran on the K’'omoks people, their
history and their relationship to the land. With Dr Moran ‘s
permission the transcript will be added to our archives. We
also hope to add to our archives a video of the Fillongley pole
raising in 2018.

Like our archives, determining which stories are
represented and displayed in our small collection will always
be a work in progress. As a starting point, we’ve developed a
draft Indigenous Artifacts Policy. The basic principle of this
policy is that “Objects considered to be of indigenous origin
and accessioned by the Denman Island Museum & Archives
are deemed to be held in trust as the property of First
Nations.” The policy recognizes that we have a duty to inform
any First Nation of artifacts in our holdings, and to facilitate
repatriation when requested. Currently we are in discussions

with the We Wai Kai Nation to return a petroglyph, now
in the museum’s possession, which was collected over 50
years ago from a Quadra Island beach.

At present, the museum displays stone artifacts that
came mostly from the private collection of Doras Kirk.
These include projectile points, hand mauls and wedges,
which appear to date from 1500 B.C. - 400 B.C. The
Indigenous display also includes miniature paddles,
canoes, and basketry from the 20™" century, made for
sale, often to tourists. An article “This Place Has Been
Home to Many” which discusses our knowledge of
villages on Denman from 2500-3000 years ago is also
displayed. However, the hand drawn timeline that hung
for years in the back of the museum, which was
researched and created by a Denman Island student at a
time when we were less attuned to our Indigenous
history, began with colonial settlement. That omission of
any reference to Indigenous people on Denman Island
was the kernel that inspired the museum’s community
project to update the timeline, and to incorporate some
of what we know about Indigenous people here.

Please help us enrich our understanding of this island
that we live on by contributing to the timeline, or by
visiting the museum with your input. The museum will be
open every afternoon between 1 and 4 pm, July 1
through the September long weekend.

Seniors Musical Lunch Report

Well, our first lunch was a great success. The back hall was warm, the soups were good and
the music was great. Even the volunteers had a good time. A special thanks goes to Charlie
Tait, who zoomed in and did all the dishes. So, our next lunch is going to be Wednesday May
17, starting at noon, again in the Back Hall. Back by popular demand guitarist Andrew Allan.
If you know someone who you think would enjoy this event, think about bringing them, you
will both have a good time. Admission by donation, Vegetarian and Gluten Free options
available...If you want to come and need a ride call me Kathy 335-0559

Next lunch May 17

by Kathy Rieder
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DENMAN ISLAND BUS SERVICE

MAY 4TH - SEP 4TH * SUN - MON - THUR - FRI - SAT

2023

www.denmanislandbus.ca
info@denmanislandbus.ca
+1-250-207-5694

S

Denman Ferry 08:15 AM 09:45 AM 11:15 AM 12:45 PM 02:15 PM 03:45 PM 05:15 PM 06:45 PM
Guesthouse 08:19 AM 09:49 AM 11:19 AM 12:49 PM 02:19 PM 03:49 PM 05:19 PM 06:49 PM
Glen Ghorm 08:21 AM 09:51 AM 11:21 AM 12:51 PM 02:21 PM 03:51 PM 05:21 PM 06:51 PM
Hinton 08:29 AM 09:59 AM 11:29 AM 12:59 PM 02:29 PM 03:59 PM 05:29 PM 06:59 PM
Reginald 08:34 AM 10:04 AM 11:34 AM 01:04 PM 02:34 PM 04:04 PM 05:34 PM 07:04 PM
McFarlane E SB 08:37 AM 10:07 AM 11:37 AM 01:07 PM 02:37 PM 04:07 PM 05:37 PM 07:07 PM
Thomas 08:39 AM 10:09 AM 11:39 AM 01:09 PM 02:39 PM 04:09 PM 05:39 PM 07:09 PM
Gravelly Bay 08:44 AM 10:14 AM 11:44 AM 01:14 PM 02:44 PM 04:14 PM 05:44 PM 07:14 PM
owl 08:49 AM 10:19 AM 11:49 AM 01:19 PM 02:49 PM 04:19 PM 05:49 PM 07:19 PM
Jemima 08:54 AM 10:24 AM 11:54 AM 01:24 PM 02:54 PM 04:24 PM 05:54 PM 07:24 PM
Schmidt 08:57 AM 10:27 AM 11:57 AM 01:27 PM 02:57 PM 04:27 PM 05:57 PM 07:27 PM
Fillongley 09:01 AM 10:31 AM 12:01 PM 01:31 PM 03:01 PM 04:31 PM 06:01 PM 07:31 PM
Old School 09:05 AM 10:34 AM 12:05 PM 01:34 PM 03:05 PM 04:34 PM 06:05 PM 07:34 PM
Community Hall 09:12 AM 10:42 AM 12:12 PM 01:42 PM 03:12 PM 04:42 PM 06:12 PM 07:42 PM
Wren Rd 09:16 AM 10:46 AM 12:16 PM 01:46 PM 03:16 PM 04:46 PM 06:16 PM 07:46 PM
Community Hall 09:22 AM 10:52 AM 12:22 PM 01:52 PM 03:22 PM 04:52 PM 06:22 PM 07:52 PM
Denman Ferry 09:25 AM 10:55 AM 12:25 PM 01:55 PM 03:25 PM 04:55 PM 06:25 PM 07:55 PM
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The Strange Case of The Telus Cable & the Floating Breakwater

By Graham Hayman

From the picnic area of the Community Dock, you can see
the floating cylindrical breakwater just under the ramp.
Usually, it’s parallel to the walkway. A few months ago, the
Dock Committee saw it wasn’t pointing straight across the
Sound but towards Buckley Bay. What happened?

| joined the Committee about a month ago, just after they
hired Union Bay Diving to investigate. And so | got a quick
education on how the breakwater protects the dock floats
from damage in a heavy southeaster and provides safe
mooring for visitors.

The dive boat arrived on a gloomy, windy day at the end
of March, and | was thankful when head honcho Sean
Smyrichinsky invited chair Robert Fox, volunteer Dave Pick
and me into the wheelhouse. | wondered how divers Nate
Bensch and Bruce Bagley would see anything. With wind, low
light, and herring-run leftovers, visibility was 3 — 6 feet.

Over winter, a sailboat moored south of the walkway
broke free of its buoy and crashed into the breakwater. Had
this dragged the breakwater’s concrete anchor blocks? Was
the Telus cable now at risk, or maybe damaged?

In fact, where exactly was the Telus cable? It’s supposed
to lie about 10 meters away from and parallel to the
walkway. Committee chair Robert Fox retrieved a 2011
survey by Denman’s Peter Mason for building the dock,
showing the Telus lease for new optical fiber cable (the old
copper one is about 30 meters south).

Another task was replacing the anodes that hang from
the steel pilings. Protecting the pilings from corrosion by
electrolysis are “sacrificial anodes” of aluminum, hanging
below water level. They last about five years. The dive boat
had brought welder Ty Davies from Fanny Bay.

Nate and Bruce looked at the survey and went below to
scope out the sea floor and locate the mooring chains and
anchor blocks for the breakwater.

Meanwhile, Ty Davies fired up his angle grinder to make
bare steel on the dock pilings. Helped by volunteer Dave Pick,
he welded new clamps and cables to the pilings and dropped
them into the water. He could not do the walkway’s pilings
because swells outside the breakwater would damage the
boat. Calmer weather was needed.
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Drawing on their wrist pads, Nate and Bruce diagrammed
the breakwater’s moorings. Then they talked through the
data with dive supervisor Eric Schauf. His final diagram
showed clearly that neither the loose boat nor the wind
had moved the concrete blocks at all; two polysteel lines
had parted from their blocks, thus skewing the
breakwater. The divers anchored it temporarily.

[insert picture here. (Caption:) Damage Diagram — two
missing lines (circled) ].

To assess the Telus cable, Bruce swam westward from
shore carrying a GoPro and light. The clip shows the
cable’s approximate position in Telus’ Right of Way, how
far it’s visible, and that it wasn’t even disturbed by
mooring blocks or chains. See the Facebook post for this
exciting video clip!

Measurements: Was there a safe margin between the
private mooring block and the Telus cable? How much
chain was needed for new breakwater moorings? Nate
and Bruce produced these numbers as if by magic. Sean
had not brought new chain because the Committee had
not suspected a break. Another reason for a return visit.

Four days later, the dive boat brought the chain and calm
weather. Ty finished off the anode job on the walkway
pilings. Nate, Bruce, and Erik connected the heavy chain
between the two mooring blocks and the breakwater, and
winched it tight. It’s back in its approximate original
position, but at greater distance from the end of the dock
under the ramp.

To me it had seemed a list of simple tasks, although there
was more than I’'ve described. Still, with the second visit
plus new chain, the final invoice was almost double the
amount quoted. Luckily, the Dock Committee had
adequate reserves.

The dock provides boat access for emergencies when the
ferry’s broken, and benefits islanders in other ways; the
picnic / parking area is a unique little corner. The
Committee needs more members, especially with marina,
dock, and/or boating experience. We need volunteers too,
and also grant-writers and fundraisers for big-ticket
maintenance of this valuable facility. Interested? Contact

Robert Fox our chair, at dockCommittee525@gmail.com



“Denman and Hornby Islands Want Improved Ferry Service
to Buckley Bay” (The Daily Colonist, October 28, 1929)
by Graham Brazier

[Part 2] (Part1 appeared in the August, 2022 edition
and concluded with the following quote from M. Corrigall
which appeared in a 1972 edition of The Daily Colonist)

“History has now repeated itself. There are many new
landowners and many subdivisions have sprung up on both
Hornby and Denman Islands. Also these lovely islands with
their beautiful beaches and good summer resorts are filled
to overflowing with tourists in the summer months in ever
increasing numbers, so that larger and more frequent ferries
are once more needed.” That was 50 years ago.

It seems that history didn’t stop repeating itself in
1972. Even as Dan Campbell, Minister of Municipal Affairs,
announced in April of that year, that tenders would be
called immediately for the replacement of both the
Denman and Hornby vessels he acknowledged that the
improvements would only ‘satisfy the islanders for a while’.
And, just as he anticipated, summer ferry traffic continued
to grow at rates alarming to residents and only five years
latter it was widely recognized that, once again, congestion
was a serious problem that needed to be dealt with.

After much analysis and intense community discussion, the
most logical solution was seen to be replacement of the
Klitsa, a vessel with a capacity for 26 vehicles, with the
Kahloke, a vessel with a vehicle capacity of 30. This
solution pleased few and, as Des Kennedy, editor of the
Denman Island Rag and Bone, wrote; “it appears the new
boat will fill as quickly as the old and as many cars get left
behind this summer. Then we can start arguing all over
again about needing a bigger and safer conveyance.”

Nevertheless, the Kahloke lasted nine years before
dissatisfaction with its capacity to accommodate the influx
of summer traffic reached an intolerable level in the
Denman community and, in 1987, B.C. Ferries replaced it
with the Quinitsa. Initially the Quinitsa, with a vehicle
capacity of 50, coped well but eventually, and once again,
the volume of summer traffic has caused increasingly long
delays and dissatisfaction at all ferry terminals serving
Denman and Hornby-bound vehicles. And, recently, once
again the size of the vessels serving these routes has been
called into question, just as it has been since ferry service to
Hornby Island was initiated in 1953 when the link
connecting Denman and Hornby carried 2 cars and the link

between Vancouver Island and Denman, the Catherine
Graham, carried 8.

Alternates to simply increasing the carrying capacity of
the ferries serving these two routes when traffic
volumes become unmanageable have been proposed by
a variety of citizens and groups over the course of
almost 100 years. Beginning in 1931— more than 20
years before a regular ferry service linked Denman and
Hornby islands — a petition signed by 30 residents of
Hornby Island favouring the initiation of direct ferry
service to Vancouver Island was presented to the
Courtenay Board of Trade. (A pause to reflect on how
different Denman Island might be today had this advice
been acted upon all those years ago may be appropriate
here.) The response of the Board of Trade, though
unknown, was clearly not enthusiasticly supportive.

The next plea for direct ferry service between Hornby
and Vancouver Island came from Denman Island in
1976, just three years after the Klitsa, with a capacity of
26 vehicles was initiated on the Buckley Bay/Denman
route. It was found to be inadequate to satisfy the
summer traffic volume and the Denman Island Advisory
Planning Commission (A.P.C.) advised that a direct route
to Hornby be studied; also to no avail. The issue,
however, was taken up once again the following year by
a vibrant Denman group known as Alternatives for
Community and Environment (A.C.E.) who made public
their support for A.P.C.’s position. Still at it in 1980,
A.C.E. urged its supporters to phone Peter Hughes,
Supervisor of Local Ferries as he is “interested in the
idea of a separate ferry and he wants to hear more
Island response.”

As time went by and B.C. Ferries acknowledged that
route 22 - Gravelly Bay, Denman Island to Shingle Spit,
Hornby Island - has the highest seasonal variation in
traffic in the system the impacts on residents of
Denman Island continued to grow, particularly in the
summer months when a majority of the vehicle traffic
lined up at the Buckley Bay terminal is bound for Hornby
Island. It was 1995 when Denman Island’s elected
Trustees, Roxanna Mandryk and Rolf Ludvigsen met
with B.C. Ferries officials in attempts to find ways to
manage or reduce the negative impacts of Hornby-
bound traffic on residents of Denman Island. In a letter
to Frank Rhodes, Chief Executive Officer at B.C. Ferries
in March of that year the Trustees, clearly exasperated

(Continued on Page 18) 17



THIS PLACE FROM PAGE 17

by proposals made by B.C. Ferries officials,
closed their letter with: “However, it is our
feeling that these proposals do not offer a long-
term solution to the summer traffic problems
unique to our community which we outlined in
our March 8 meeting with you and should
therefore be considered to be interim measures
only. We believe that a direct sailing between
Hornby Island and Vancouver Island is the only
long-term permanent solution which satisfies
Trust policies as well as the interests of the
Community.” That was 28 years ago!

ANANANANNANNANNNNNNANNNNNNNNN
Sources:

The Daily Colonist https://britishcolonist.ca/
The Rag and Bone (Denman Island Archives)

Creatwe Threads Coruspiracy Rides Again
by Danni Crenna

| am happy to announce that the Creative Threads website is
complete and ready for registrations for the October 13" to 15%
weekend. You may think this is early for a start of an October event, but
there are already students pacing in the wings and indeed sign-ups are
already starting. One class which only accepts 3 students has its first
enrollee getting introduced to the options available.

Also, | always love it when our event is combined with a Saturday
evening Fashion Show and that will be the case this year. If you are
interested in letting your inner design diva loose, contact Ann Paisley,
who is organizing it. You don’t even have to model for yourself if you are
shy, models can be arranged.

This year we have a special guest from Hornby doing a three day
banner — making workshop. It will begin with an evening slide show on
the Friday which anyone can attend and then two half day sessions for
students to brainstorm & create their own gauze banners. The pictures
on the website are very inspiring, made by students of Hornby school.

But pictures are not the only way to see what is offered. CTC will have
a booth at the Farmers’ Market all summer starting with the first market
this week. Come have a look at the samples for all the classes this year
and take a leaflet to remind yourself to sign up when you get home.
https://creativethreadsconspiracy.com

The Denman Store

Victoria Day Holiday
Monday May 22nd

General Store - 10 -4

Post Office — CLOSED

endeavours.

(your community store for over 100 years)

We are sorry to say that Yvonne of cookie
fame is retiring her cookie sheet. Thank
you, Yvonne, for the many (and |

mean many) cookies that | and the rest of
your fans have enjoyed since you started
up. We wish you all the best in future
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POTTERY TOUR FROM PAGE 1

The studios

The artists prepare for the pottery tour months in
advance and often their latest work is being unveiled for the
tour weekend. While some of the studios on the tour are
open year-round, some are seasonal, some are by
appointment only, and some artists’ work is only available at
art fairs, so this is the best time of year to ensure you get
into several studios.

This year features six studio locations and seven potters.
Le Baron Studio — 4200 Beaver Drive

It's the last pottery studio tour to visit one of Denman
Island’s most magical locations! After more than 40 years of
creating, 85-year-old master potter, clay sculptor and
painter Bentley Le Baron is officially retiring. Bentley’s
Parkinson’s Disease has progressed, affecting his vision and
mobility, so that he is no longer able to work with clay or to
paint. This year’s pottery studio tour will be his final public
event.

“I thank the island community for their support over the
years,” said Bentley. “I have customers from long ago who
bring their kids and grandkids — three generations coming
together.”

A delight for all ages, you can tour his outdoor gallery of
whimsical dragons, crows, goddesses and other mythical
creatures, beneath towering cedars and firs. Rustic wood
buildings house the working studio, outdoor brick kiln, and
more galleries with everything from wheel-thrown
functional mugs, bowls, and platters to unique sculptural
work of life-sized masks and bodycasts, and his popular
dragons, ravens and other creatures.

Originally from an Alberta ranching family, Bentley loved
drawing and painting as a child. He chose a more academic
path but was always “hanging out with artists.” While
achieving a doctorate in politics and philosophy in London,
he was also moonlighting at Slade School of Fine Art, where
he first learned to sculpt with clay.

After six years of teaching at Brock University in Ontario,
he decided “I'd had enough of that,” and in 1979 moved to
Denman Island to join the blossoming Denman Island
potters’ community. He apprenticed with Gordon Hutchens
for 2 seasons before opening Le Baron Studio, and has since
had many apprentices of his own.

His life’s work has fulfilled him. “Working with my hands and
clay is what | love to do. It’s not just a job. It’s a blessing and
a treat. Communing with fire and mud, | made a living in
art.”

His advice to aspiring potters? “Do it. It's been good to me.”
Gordon Hutchens Pottery — 4031 Wren Road

Gordon Hutchens, award-winning master potter, teacher,
mentor and pottery studio tour coordinator, was part of the
original movement of potters who arrived on Denman Island
in the 1970s. From museum-quality pieces (his work is
displayed in permanent collections such as the Bronfman

family’s Claridge Collection, the Art Gallery of Greater
Victoria, the Burlington Art Centre, and the Canadian
Museum of Civilization) to functional pots, vases, plates
and mugs.

Gordon uses a traditional hillside Tozan-style Anagama
wood-fired kiln, made from 3000 firebricks, to produce
unique finishes that are unattainable in an electric kiln.
He mixes his own clay blends and unique glazes, including
one called Denman Lustre.

“I take a lot of my inspiration from the natural world
around me,” said Gordon Hutchens. “The ocean, the
rocks along the shoreline, the changing weather, the
forest, the moss growing on the trees, the lichen growing
on the rocks. Some of those little micro and macro things
influence the crystalline-glazed porcelain | make.”

The BC Achievement Foundation recognized Hutchens’
career with the prestigious Carter Wosk Award for
Applied Art and Design, naming him its 2019 Award of
Distinction Laureate.

Tom Dennis Pottery — 3660 Lake Road

At the end the forested, gravel Lake Road, you’ll find
the Lake Farm where potter Tom Dennis, (another
original Denman potter who started his craft here in the
70s and an annual pottery studio tour participant) divides
his time between the tractor and the potter’s wheel.

Tom creates functional tableware and decorative
pieces, washed in custom glaze combinations, ranging
from robin egg to midnight blue and mauve to candy red.
Double dipping, pouring, and spraying overlapping glazes
are several techniques Dennis uses to achieve his
versatile colour range on his signature square plates,
bowls of all sizes and shapes, hearty mugs, platters and
tall vases that line his studio showroom.

Lilac Sun Pottery — 3311 Denman Road

Overlooking Baynes Sound from the Denman West
ferry hill in downtown Denman, Lilac Sun Pottery is a
treasure trove of affordable gift items. Potter Shirley
Phillips creates wheel-thrown and hand-built miniature
single-stem flower vases, cups, mugs, bowls, masks, wall
torsos, plates bejewelled with melted beach glass, and
more. Her hand building techniques include coiling,
pinching, slab work and Kurinuki.

Each one-of-a-kind piece is intricately decorated with
patterns inspired by nature, and in many cases are literal
impressions of leaves, seed pods or seashells. “Every day,
| am embraced by nature’s evolving canvas,” says Shirley.
“| see the opening of blossoms, rain on rocks, the
unfurling of leaves, waves on the ocean...l am always
inspired.”

Shirley has been participating in the pottery studio tour
for more than 20 years, and she invites locals to visit this
year, “Even if you’ve been before, my work is constantly
changing.”
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POTTERY TOUR FROM PAGE 19

Gilded Petunia Pottery — 3415 Kelsey Road

Gilded Petunia Pottery’s brand-new turquoise studio on
Kelsey Road (right around the corner for the Denman
General Store) with views of Baynes Sound is where potter
Jeanie Rogers creates decorative and functional
earthenware and lusterware in an eclectic mix of styles,
colours, and textures.

Her diverse collection includes colourfully glazed
earthenware bowls, lidded pots, denim-look pots with
rivets, wood-fired clay buttons, holey-Denman-sandstone-
inspired bowls, leaf prints, and metallic finish lustreware
vases, some embellished with tree frogs.

Her art is influenced by her background in horticulture at
the University of Guelph in Ontario, her family’s roots in
agriculture and the hardware business, and of course, by
the beauty of Denman Island.

“Soil and clay, flowers and vases — everything is connected
to the land.”

Jeanie says she is always in an experimental stage: “I'll try
anything once. I’'m constantly exploring and trying to have
some fun with it.”

Patty Osborne Pottery — at Gilded Petunia — 3415 Kelsey
Road

Also at Gilded Petunia Pottery studio, you can see the
work of potter Patty Osborne. Patty has been a part-time
resident of Denman Island since 1981 and her ceramic
work reflects the beauty of the environment in the area.
Patty works in porcelain and her lively functional pottery
features textures and colourful glazes.

“I've become obsessed with texture, and clay is a perfect
medium for achieving textured surfaces,” she said. “I
started by carving lines in the clay surface but then |
discovered that manmade object (such as the floor mat
from my old Honda Civic, the sole of my sandals, or
corrugated cardboard), when pressed into a smooth slab
of clay, make textures that seem to come from the natural
world. Everywhere | look | find objects that just might
make a good texture in clay.”

She also throws small, smooth balls that will not be glazed.
While still damp, they are burnished until they shine, fired
at low temperature, then conservator’s wax is rubbed into
their still-porous surfaces to give a subtle shine.

“While these pieces are not functional in a traditional
way,” she said, “when they are picked up and handled,
they are said to be soothing to the soul.”

Sandra Shaffer Pottery — 3590 Northwest Road

A longime potter, Sandra has settled into her studio for
her second year on the Denman Island Pottery Tour.
Sandra creates stoneware dishes, mugs, vases, bottles and
and teapots in muted shades, with simplicity and
functionality in mind.
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“I like simple pots; quiet pots,” she said. “True to their
functions and useful in everyday lives. And yes,” she says,
“coffee really does taste better in a handmade mug.”
Sandra’s studio is housed in a transformed structure that was
originally the kitchen of one of the oldest settler homes on
Denman Island, at the corner of Northwest and Lake Roads.
Visitors will see the new kiln shed ready for the planned build
of a gas kiln. Recent work includes pieces fired in atmospheric
kilns, some from Gordon Hutchens’ Anagama kiln and some
from the soda kiln at North Island College.

Tips for locals touring:

e Sunday is a little quieter than Saturday.

e Bring cash or cheques, not all studios have
debit.

e Review the website to preview the studios:
denmanislandpotterystudiotour.com

e Follow the @denmanislandpotterytour
Facebook and Instagram pages.

e Pick up a Denman Island Pottery Studio Tour
map at Abraxas Books, Gifts & Coffee, the
Denman Craft Shop, the Denman Island
General Store, at the Buckley Bay ferry ticket
booth during the long weekend, or download it
from the website.

e One-of-a-kind pottery handmade on Denman
Island makes a wonderful gift for family and
friends who love and miss Denman Island,
and you can tuck a few local treats (a book,
coffee, tea or wine?) into a handmade pot or
mug.

Thanks for local support!

The tour potters are grateful for the support to the many
sponsors — 26 in all — who made it possible to promote the
tour. Their contribution enables the Pottery Studio Tour
website, posters, flyers and social media promotion.

Thank you to:

¢ Abraxas Books, Gifts & Coffee ® Courtenay House of Colour -
Benjamin Moore ¢The Blue Owl Bed & Breakfast ¢ Braidwood
Dental Clinic  Buckley Bay Beachcomber Petro Can ¢ Comox
Valley Animal Hospital e Corlan Vineyard ¢ Denman Craft
Shop ¢ Denman Island General Store ¢ Denman Hardware
Denman Hornby Canoes & Kayaks Ltd. ® The Denman Island
Tea Company e Earth Club Factory Bistro & Guesthouse ¢ East
Cider Orchard ¢ Fanny Bay Oysters Seafood Shop * Hairpins
Boutique Salon e Harbour View Dental Centre ® Hornby
Denman Freight ¢ Seaside Electric ® Sure Copy Courtenay
Takeout Near You e The Village Square ¢ Donna Tuele,
REALTOR®Royal LePage in the Comox Valley ® Vancouver
Island Pottery Supply ¢ Van Isle Veterinary Hospital e
Waypoint Insurance e Steve Carballeira



Update on Graham Lake Swim Dock

Great strides have been made on the trail, new stairs and
changing platform. Work parties with many, and some with
just a few, have removed and replaced all of the old
deteriorating structure. The new changing platform is 3 feet
longer with more benches. This will provide a little more
space for the busy time of year. We’ve built about a dozen
steps into the switch-back section of the trail. This improves
access for those with a more limited mobility and will help to
avoid further erosion. The work on the trail was done with
care to not cut the tree roots. Barriers will be placed to
discourage anyone going off trail on this section of the trail
with hopes to avoid further erosion. We would also like to see
this area be replanted with salal and tree saplings.

The focus of our efforts will now be directed to replacing the
float walkway and dock including the decking, structure and
flotation. There are some considerable funds still needed to
pay for the floating sections of the project (everything we
have done so far has been fully covered). We have applied for

some grants, have some money to works with from last
year’s fundraising, and some community members have
graciously offered to “float” the project (pun intended!)
until it can be recuperated. This is a great boon to the
project as we have been able to proceed with ordering the
rest of the materials needed to complete everything by the
beginning of this swimming season!

If you would like to make a contribution, you can make an
e-transfer to grahamlakedira@gmail.com or write a cheque

payable to DIRA with GL Swim Dock in the memo line and
drop it off in the DIRA file at Abraxas. Thanks to all who
have contributed either their time or funds (or bottles at
the recycling depot) to support the project, including a
thanks to DIRA! If you would like to volunteer your time,
please contact lan Elliot at 1-647-228-2387. Thank you!

Richard Menard (on behalf of the Graham Lake Swim Dock
Committee)
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NOT JUST EARTHQUAKES

While much attention is given to
earthquake preparedness, there
are other hazards we can prepare
for in advance, such as wildfires,
severe storms, flooding
(waterfront properties), as well as
individual house fires.

Have you prepared your home and ARE YOU PREPARED to fend for yourself and family for at least 72 hours after such an
event? Yes, it could take as long as that for help to arrive, either to your own home, or even to Denman Island. And it
could take even longer.
Preparing ahead could help you to:
e Minimize damage to your home
e Avoid injury
e Help you survive afterwards
Before a Disaster:
e Know the safe and dangerous places in your home
e Take First Aid training, including CPR
e Plan and practice evacuation with your family
Obtain or prepare, and know where your emergency kits are
e Have a plan for your pets
The website: getprepared.gc.ca provides extensive information about all this and more.
Another useful website: shakeoutbc.ca

EMERGENCY SUPPORT SERVICES (ESS) is an emergency response program made up of
dedicated volunteers who share a common goal of assisting people in an emergency.

Under the umbrella of the Comox Valley Emergency Program, the ESS mandate is to provide
essential services to maintain life and health for people forced to evacuate temporarily or if
their homes are damaged or destroyed, even after a single home fire.

When wide-spread disaster strikes, ESS establishes a reception centre*— a safe place — where
people can gather to get information, register, and receive assistance with their basic needs of
food, lodging, clothing and family reunification, usually for the first 72 hours of a disaster.
Recent improvements to the system now allow potential evacuees to register on-line during
an alert stage. Google Evacuee Registration and Assistance (ERA)

*The Denman Island reception centre may be at Elkhaven, if it's accessible, as it's well
provisioned for such emergencies.

Information is provided, with permission, by Denman Island ESS. FMI contact Gloria Michin 335-0730
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“Water is the driving force of all nature.” — Leonardo da Vinci

A report titled Islands Trust Freshwater Sustainability Strategy was completed December 2021 and is finally
posted on the Trust website https://islandstrust.bc.ca/document/freshwater-sustainability-strategy/.

At the March 2023 Trust Council meeting, | submitted a response to the Strategy: "Great cry and little wool."

In 2023, the first quarter precipitation underscores the impact of climate change/ havoc. Yes, rain still falls but it
is neither reliable nor, thanks to human meddlesomeness, retained long enough to provide the year-round
ground water necessary to support the needs of plants and critters (humans included).

The Local Trust Committee is pursuing measures to increase density in response to the never-ending and ever-
increasing demand for housing. If this community is to house more residents, what are we prepared to do to
protect water?

Submission to March 2023 Trust Council re Freshwater Sustainability Strategy: “great cry and little wool.”

If strategy is defined as a detailed plan for achieving success, the Freshwater Sustainability Strategy December
2021 report remains at the ruminating stage. Page 35 of the report outlines the decade-long planning program,
timeline and budget. A decade to spend taxpayer money while watersheds and wetlands are destroyed, wells
go dry, and aquifer salinization increases.

The report reflects the July 2020 Project Charter wherein aquifer protection plans are “out of scope.” There is
no sign of a strategy outlining action in real time to preserve and protect watersheds and wetlands. Instead, the
focus is on amassing data regarding aquifers —the water that managed to find its way below ground.

Unfortunately, the emphasis on “inventory and understand” puts off what local knowledge and Indigenous
ways of knowing could say must be done...yesterday: preserve and protect watersheds and wetlands; stop
diverting rainwater water into the ocean; reduce the human footprint.

The problem with the Freshwater Sustainability report is its narrow focus and seemingly leisurely approach to
an immediate problem. Preserving freshwater is a multi-layered process and should include the following
aspects.

1) Create a Trust Policy Statement that puts the natural environment first and insists that Local Trust
Committees (LTC) and Trust Council evaluate development/land use in the context of impacts on the natural
environment with emphasis on watersheds, wetlands and areas prone to erosion and/or flooding. The
cautionary principle should apply rather than hoping that technology will save us. A healthy environment is the
foundation of a sustainable island community.

2) Shift the freshwater focus to the visible environment wherein precipitation is gathered (rather than drained
into the ocean) and can thus find its way into aquifers. Much of the visible environment of Denman Island and,
presumably all islands, has been mapped.

(Continued on Page 24)
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FRESH WATER FROM PAGE 23

3) Build on watershed and wetland documentation that already exists, though much was sidelined when the
Trust digitalized mapping. Satellite imagery is not a fool-proof alternative. Consider examples on Denman Island.
Forest rendered ‘invisible’ the massive wetland that feeds Two Roads Farm and Denman school. Consultants
missed the 54 hectare Lindsay-Dickson forest when mapping old growth. The Denman Farm Plan might have
been less regrettable if the consultants had not derived information on farms via driveway google and omitted
any discussion of protecting watersheds and wetlands. The eternal present should not be the starting point for
research and planning.

4) Seriously dialogue with the Provincial and Federal Ministries whose decisions (or lack thereof) have an impact
on the environment, including FLNRORD, the Ministry of Agriculture and MOTI. A serious dialogue means that
Trust Council representatives clearly frame the problem, outline the possible solutions and then walk into a
meeting with the goal of honing ideas and achieving results rather than achieving bureaucrat to bureaucrat
bonhomie.

5) Reduce the human footprint by restricting lot coverage and including all man-made impermeable surfaces in
coverage calculations; address the creation of roads in new developments —the 2019 State of Islands Report
listed roads as covering 16.4% of existing ‘converted’ land; stop including designated parks as conserved land
unless an agreement is in place to limit recreational access to paths and forbid use of the land for campsites,
roofed accommodation, commercial enterprises and parking lots.

6) Create bylaws that protect wetlands and watersheds using Environmental Development Area designation
http://www.elc.uvic.ca/wordpress/wp-

content/uploads/2016/04/2016 01 02 EDPA FINAL March31 2016.pdf . Tree cutting bylaws are reviewed by
Raincoast Chronicles https://www.raincoast.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/tree-protection-bylaws-in-bc-
2021.pdf . Any limitation needs judicious evaluation and involve both community discussion and local
knowledge (islands have a wealth of expertise).

7) Explore using Siting and Use provisions to require siting of impermeable structures so as not to
necessitate/result in draining seasonally flooded areas. In addition, siting of a dwelling might include setbacks
from existing treed areas on a lot so as to prevent subsequent deforestation to protect the house from storm
damage or wild fires. Fire Smart BC https://firesmartbc.ca and insurance companies encourage significant
clearing of vegetation around a residence.

8) Educate islanders, agencies and developers/planners about how to prevent water loss through run-off and
excessive water use.

9) For islands with a beaver population, establish protective measures for the critters that manage water better
than any human expert.

Harlene Holm Denman Island
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Let’s look beyond black or white and go for a GREEN solution to

ferry traffic problems on Denman

Friends of Denman Forests share Edi Johnston’s concern
for the safety of children in ferry backlog traffic lined up
at Gravelly Bay during summer months. We just think BC
Ferries (BCF) should come up with a green solution for
that traffic problem, one that does not include the razing
of over 120 trees. The same issue of April’s Flagstone in
which Edi’s letter was published has several articles which
should give us and BCF pause for thought before going
ahead with paving over the forest at Gravelly Bay.

In Birdathon, Extinction and Optimism Ken Madsen tells
us that “according to the Audubon society, two thirds of
North American birds are at increasing risk of extinction
due to the double whammy of habitat loss and climate
change. More than a few species that use habitat on
Denman are among those at risk. They need our support.

In Peter Karsten’s Role in Protecting Biodiversity and
Endangered Species, Barb Mills reminds us that the UN
COP 15 Biodiversity conference warned that “without
decisive action, this planet faces a mass extinction of
species.” And that, “although BC has the richest diversity
in Canada, it also has the highest number (over 1300) of
species at risk for extinction.” “Locally,” she continues,
“the summer of 2022 brought a sobering decrease in the
numbers and variety of birds, insects and pollinators. This
crisis is very real.”

In Cumulative Impacts a Serious Problem for Gulf Island
Forests - Ongoing habitat loss, land degradation, and
continued development are a threat to biodiversity and
the future of Coastal Douglas Fir forests, Chris Genovali
and Shauna Doll really sock it to us: “ Considering that
Coastal Douglas-Fir ecosystems within the Islands Trust
Area store 82% more carbon and have 43% higher
carbon sequestration potential than other parts of the
region, ecosystem protection must be prioritized as a
climate change response.” And, “Time is running out as
business-as-usual practices strip the Gulf Islands of its
forests and ecological resilience. The exigencies of the
climate crisis are undeniable. “

Cynthia Minden in her article gives us a brief definition of
deep ecology as “an environmental philosophy that

promotes the inherent worth of all living beings
regardless of their instrumental utility to human needs”
versus the opposite, anthropomorphism which has “little
or no regard for other sentient beings or ecological
systems.” Well Denman Islanders, which camp are we
in?

Sharon Small’s open letter to the BC Ferries
Commissioner, also published in this month’s Flagstone,
reminds us that BCF cannot be trusted to make wise and
informed decisions. It’s up to us to pressure them to do
so.

We, Friends of Denman Forests, want you to join us in
insisting that BCF look beyond business as usual to solve
our ferry traffic problems. Please fill out our survey in
which we propose some green alternatives so we can find
out where we stand and hopefully present a united front
to BC Ferries. We (and BCF) can wake up to the climate
crisis we are in and find a green alternative to solving the
ferry traffic problem, one that keeps both people and
the environment safe.

You can find our survey (to be completed by May 1) at
Abraxas and at our table at the market, or online at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7BLGG5S. For the
hard copies, there is a designated box at Abraxas where
completed surveys may be dropped off. For our survey to
be credible, your name and address must be on the form.
Thank you for your participation in our survey! Please stay
tuned for our community event, Save Paradise, on
Thursday, May 18.

Mary Jane Stewart
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WOE THE MIDDENS By Tony Gregson

According to KFN archaeological consultant, Dr. Jesse
Morin, Denman Island has some of the largest shell
middens in British Columbia. The Komas Ranch site is
ginormous - three kilometres long and at least five meters
deep in places. There may have been as many as a
thousand people on the site. “It is huge, rich, and certainly
people have been eating a lot of shellfish for a long time
there, but we know nothing of it, we have never excavated
there, and | cannot tell you how old it is or exactly what
folks were doing there.”

It is not unusual for people to have a collection of artifacts
picked up as curiosities around Denman or Hornby. The
Denman Museum & Archives has a display case with just
such a collection. Archaeologists have told the Museum
what the artifacts may have been used for with an
approximate cultural associations, but in almost every
instance, none of the objects came with any provenance
from donors. In other words, no one knows just where
they were found or anything about the site. A quick glance
at the British Columbia Archaeological Site Inventory Form
Guide is a startling reminder of just how much information
has been lost.

The reason there is so little information speaks to a terrible
truth: when settlers began to arrive on Denman Island in
the 1870’s, the first nations were already reduced to a
shadow of their former presence, mainly by smallpox
epidemics that hit pre-contact around 1782, with another
severe outbreak in 1862. The epidemics wiped out
anywhere from 50 to 90 percent of people in the villages,
and in some cases, killed everyone. Whole tribes with their
language ceased to exist. A list of twenty-four K’émoks
children baptized on Denman Island in 1860 was reduced
to only two survivors following the epidemic two years
later.

According to Dr. Morin, the devastation of disease was
compounded by wars and raids. The first major epidemic is
thought to have stopped around the Salmon River area,
leaving a severely depleted southern Coast Salish
population vulnerable to northern tribes who had guns
from the Spaniards trading at Nootka.

The first census in 1862 found only fifty-five of the
Pentlatch people who formerly occupied what is now
known as the Comox Valley to the point where it was
known as the Pentlatch. Dr. Morin estimates that the pre-
contact, indigenous population in the Pentlatch may have

26

been as high as ten thousand people. Village Point and
Fillongley were major settlements. There are middens,
large and small, everywhere along the island coast, and all
around Baynes Sound. By the time the remnants of the
three tribes who came together to form the K’émoks First
Nation had relocated from their traditional lands (around
Campbell River, Salmon River and Quadra Island), to settle
in Comox harbour around 1860, they numbered just a few
hundred individuals. Settlers found an almost deserted
landscape.

Middens are commonly thought of as simply rubbish
dumps, composed of discarded food waste, mainly shells,
fish and mammal bones, as well as broken or disused tools.
But strictly speaking, a shell midden simply refers to a
predominant type of archaeological deposit left by people
in the past. In fact, midden sites contain more than just
waste. They may also include domestic architecture like
house depressions, house mounds, or trench
embankments. There are also human remains. Normally,
each village site had one or more associated cemeteries, as
well as burial in living areas.

Modern analytical techniques have turned middens into
veritable gold mines of archaeological and paleoecological
information. But that information is only available through
rigorously controlled investigation, which involves careful
exposure and documentation of the site and every item
found, layer by layer. Wilson Duff, the first anthropologist
employed by the Provincial Museum, stated that “each site
is like a book which can only be opened once, because
opening it destroys it.”

In that respect, Denman middens are extremely vulnerable
and have not fared well. At one time, a logging railway
pushed down through Village Point. The giant midden at
Henry Bay/Komas Ranch was mined for clamshells after
World War Two and was heavily impacted by the time it
was surveyed by the first provincial archaeologist, Charles
Borden in 1956. Elsewhere, foundations have been
excavated out of middens and houses built. Added to this is
gradual shoreline erosion.

It is a big mistake to think of the middens as abandoned.
The middens are important evidence of the title of the
K’émoks First Nation to their traditional territory. The
abuse of middens is against the law; equally important, it is
disrespect for indigenous heritage.

(Continued on Page 27)



WOE THE MIDDENS FROM PAGE 26

But the middens are difficult to protect because much of
them are on private land. In fact, Denman Island has
almost no crown land. As a result of the population
collapse, the Federal government refused the K’omoks
any reserves on Denman in 1876 because they saw no
evidence of permanent occupation. Though the treaty
recognizes indigenous title to the entire Comox Valley,
there are only very small parcels of K'émoks lands on
Denman.

Private landowners are not to be blamed if middens
ended up on their lands, but the goal posts of
responsibility have moved. For one thing, the middens
are automatically protected, on both public and private
land, under the BC Heritage Conservation Act (though
they may not appear on title unless a site is “designated”
for specific protection). Protection, however, is
effectively nominal, because, under the principle of
“proponent pays”, the Act places responsibility for the
costs of archaeological investigation on the landowner.
As Dr. Morin points out, that cost is not trivial. A one
square meter test pit, one meter deep, costs $1500 a
day, not counting laboratory analysis. That’s just a test
pit; a larger area is preferable. Costs can run into the
hundreds of thousands and a project bought to a
complete halt. Not surprisingly, landowners are inclined
to shy away from anything to do with archaeology.

After issues with the development of the former site of
the Thatch at Shingle Spit, the Islands Trust instituted an
archaeological permit process where before, according to
Hornby Trustee Grant Scott, there was no process of
consultation with the KFN on archaeological issues. In
that instance, an agreement was ultimately worked out
with the KFN.

The KFN, with a direct line to the Archaeological Branch,
does what it can to keep a sharp eye, but the fact is,
there is no mandatory enforcement of the archaeological
permit and their own resources are stretched to breaking
point with such a large area undergoing rapid growth.
There is literally one employee at the Archaeology
Branch responsible for in-field investigations for the
entire province. Meanwhile, the KFN says that fifty
burials are exposed each year in the Comox Valley.

Where violations are suspected, the Heritage
Conservation Act allows for fines. The RCMP has got
involved on Denman with enforcement, but there is no
real incentive to report any activity that might impact a

midden. As Dr. Morin points out, the best recourse right
now is to simply catch any problems at the planning
stage, and avoid disturbing a midden or work out some
remedial expedient. For instance, there is a home in
Victoria that is elevated one inch over a midden to avoid
any disturbance.

Everyone knows that it shouldn’t be this hard. As First
Nations are increasingly empowered, financially and
legally, the effectiveness of the Heritage Conservation
Act is under review specifically to bring it into alignment
with the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of
Indigenous People, and that will entail far greater
influence by First Nations on the management of
archaeological sites.

The whole legal justification of heritage conservation
was the protection of resources for the greater public
benefit. The government assumed the role of custodian
of artifacts removed by archaeologists, but this also
meant that First Nations were often not consulted about
archaeological activity. Though the intent of the HCA has
value, Dr. Morin feels that the HCA is “more generally
despised for being useless, certainly by archaeologists
and more so by First Nations.” Today it is argued by First
Nations that their historical sites are fundamental to the
core concept of “Indianness”, and that the
archaeological heritage is not a “public resource”. Like
indigenous title, First Nations heritage protection should
be seen as a burden on the Crown and vest in the First
Nations, not the Province.

In the meantime, what can be done? Inform property
owners of the cultural significance of middens and ways
to protect their integrity? After all, the middens are likely
to remain in private hands and maintenance of the
cultural integrity of a midden should be regarded as just
as much a part of property management as fire
protection. Another is to increase respect and
awareness of major sites with more public information
such as signage.
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Community Announcements
Wednesday May 3™ @ 7:30 pm, at the Community Hall, Tutors

Concert (page 3)

Thursday May 4" @ 7:30 pm at the Community Hall, Romeo Ciuffa
& Simone Pierini, Recorder & Harpsichord Recital (page 3)

Friday May 5% @ 7:30 pm at the Community Hall, String & Wind
Concert (page 3)

Saturday May 6" from 9:30 to 12:30 at the Old School Field,
Official Farmers’ Market begins (page 8)

Saturday May 6" @ 2:30 pm at the Community Hall, Final Concert
for Baroque Festival (page 3)

Sunday May 7" @ 1 pm at the Railway Grade Connector Trail,
Community Walk (page 11)

Sunday May 7" @ 7 pm in the Back Hall, Free Public Talk on
Indigenous Resurgence & Settler Solidarity (page 9)

Saturday May 13" Doors@ 8 pm in the Community Hall, Nick La
Riviere Dance, (page 5)

Wednesday May 17" @ 12 noon, in the Back Hall, Seniors’ Lunch
& Music (page 14)

Wednesday May 17" @ 7:30 in the Back Hall, Open Stage
Thursday May 18" Friends of Denman Forest Community Event

Saturday May 20" & Sunday May 21from 10am to 5 pm, Pottery
Studio Tour (pages 1, 19 & 20)

Saturday May 20*" Doors open @ 6:30pm, in the Community Hall,
Slingerland Reading & Abraxas 30 year anniversary (page 10)

Monday May 22", Victoria Day Store Hours,
Store 10-4, Post Office Closed

Friday May 26 to Saturday May 27" 4 pm to 4 pm, Bird-a-thon
(page 7)

Saturday June 10th, ADIMS presents - Community Information,

Engagement and Action Planning Session in Celebration of Oceans
Day. at the Activity Center.
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Deadline for June
Flagstone is

Friday May 19th

denmanflagstone@gmail.com

ADIMS invites the community to our
Oceans Day celebration, Sat. June 10,
starting 1:30. Like other parts of the
ocean, our precious local marine
ecosystem is experiencing the impacts
of climate change and over
exploitation. We're offering
presentations on The State of the
Herring Fishery, Migratory Marine
Birds and Shellfish Aquaculture
Update, to add to your current
understanding. Then, after questions
and a break, we're encouraging
Islanders to choose a breakout group
about one of those topics, to discuss it
in more depth and look at ways we
could better protect these creatures and
our marine ecosystem. We'll gather at
the end to share our ideas, and look at
next steps.






