
For immediate release – May 2025 – Denman Island 
 
The 36th Annual Denman Island Pottery Studio Tour 
Saturday May 17 and Sunday May 18 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Part road trip, part art show, part treasure hunt, the 36th Annual Denman Island Pottery Studio 
Tour is an adventure for pottery lovers and supporters of the arts. 
 
This free, self-guided tour will get you behind the scenes where the art happens.You will have 
the opportunity to meet the artists, as well as learn about their techniques and processes. It is 
also a chance to explore beautiful Denman Island during the Victoria Day Long Weekend. 
 
Adventurers will encounter a variety of pottery. There will be one-of-a-kind wheel thrown pieces, 
hand-built and sculptural work, functional tableware, classic and funky décor and even some 
museum-quality pieces. Each potter has their own unique style, so you’re sure to find something 
to love. 
 
This year features eight studio locations and nine potters. Well-known Denman potters Tom 
Dennis and Gordon Hutchens have been part of the tour since its inception. They are joined by 
Lilac Sun Pottery, Sandra Shaffer, Ember Blair Hutchens, Gilded Petunia Pottery and Linda 
Adair and - newcomers to the tour - Claire Kennedy and Sarah Graeme. 
 
Brand new to the Tour this year is Sarah Graeme. Sarah’s work combines ceramic forms with 
plant fibers using weaving and basketry techniques. This combination and overlap in craft 
mediums and ways-of-making serves as a personal reflection in the context of materials, 
relationships, and place. 
 
Journey into a magical oasis when visiting Tom Dennis’ idyllic pottery retreat. He is known for 
his large bowls, platters and vases, variety of mugs, and of course his signature square plates 
done in earthy tones. 
 
Shirley Phillips works out of the picturesque Lilac Sun Pottery Studio, located just up the hill 
from the Denman West ferry terminal. This year Shirley has been working on crafting 111 vases 
over 111 days, ranging in size from miniature single stem vases to large bouquet-worthy pieces.  
 
Internationally renowned potter, Gordon Hutchens’s work features museum-quality pieces as 
well as functional pots, vases, plates and mugs, some of which have been fired in his wood-fired 
Tozan-style Anagama kiln.  

A part-time potter for over ten years, Claire Kennedy’s work is contemporary, quirky and 
functional and has never before been made available to the general public. Expect to find 
hand-built work in neutral tones, matte glazes with hints of turquoise and chartreuse. 

 



 
 
Visitors are invited to peruse Ember Blair Hutchen’s newly built gallery and admire her most 
recent creations. Her work includes hand-carved sculptural pieces and vases, and large mugs 
decorated with her custom glazes all fired in a manual gas kiln. 
 
Jeanie Rogers is based out of the Gilded Petunia Pottery studio, another artist easily accessible 
by foot from the ferry terminal. Her turquoise studio overlooking Baynes sound is where she 
creates an eclectic mix of earthenware and stoneware pottery. Inspired by the garden, she’s 
busy producing items that will add colour to outdoor spaces. 
 
Living and working in one of the oldest settler homes on Denman Island, Sandra Shaffer adds 
her magic to a list of potters who have lived on that property. Her pottery features classic 
stoneware dishes, mugs, vases, bottles and teapots in muted tones inspired by nature. 
 
Linda Adair crafts functional pottery alongside her personality-rich sculptures. In addition to a 
variety of mugs - including a travel mug that fits in a vehicle cup holder (complete with a lid) - 
she creates garlic and honey pots, bowls, specialty noodle bowls with chopstick rests, and 
more. 
 
Schedule a day or the whole weekend for this art adventure. To take in more of the Denman 
vibe, we recommend these unique spots: 
- The Earth Club Factory Bistro & Guesthouse for coffee, snacks or lunch 
- Abraxas Books, for books, gifts, coffee and sandwiches 
- TakeOut Near You for poutine, burgers, pizza or rice bowls 
- The Saturday Farmers’ Market for a chance to mix with the locals from 9:30 to 12:30 
- Fillongley Provincial Park, a great spot for a picnic and a beach walk 
- Denman Craft Shop, a volunteer run cooperative representing local artists, including some 
potters from the tour 
 
Denman Island is a 10-minute ferry ride from Buckley Bay, located between Qualicum and 
Courtenay on the seaside route, or Exit 101 from the Inland Highway 19. 
 
Visit denmanislandpotterystudiotour.com to learn more about each artist and their work. The 
Tour Map can be downloaded online and physical maps will be available at the Buckley Bay 
ferry booth, Abraxas Books, Gifts & Coffee Shop, the Denman Craft Shop and the Denman 
Island General Store. 
 
Follow /denmanislandpotterytour on Facebook, and @dipotterystudiotour on Instagram for 
updates and glimpses into the Denman Island pottery world. 
 
 
 
 


